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2025 FESTIVAL OVERVIEW 

THURSDAY 3 APRIL  
04 19:15  ǟƒˉ˞ʫǟ Jɴʫɣǟʫ┴ ļȞǟ Jɴɝɝƒɣǌƒɣˉ☼ʻ İȞƒǌɴ˿ רּ Ĥ   

 
FRIDAY 4 APRIL 
05 09:30 Gifts 

06-08 10:20 Experimental, Musical, Microshorts 

09 11:20 End of Innocence 

 12:25 Filmmaker Q&A Panel for Morning Blocks 

10 14:00 Lost In The Woods 

11 15:00 Moving On 

12 16:00 Love Is In The Air 

 16:45 Filmmaker Q&A Panel for Afternoon Blocks 

13-14 19:20 Escapes? Followed by Filmmaker Q&A 

 
SATURDAY 5 APRIL 
15 09:45 The Power Of Music 

16 11:00 Struggles 

 12:15 Filmmaker Q&A Panel for Morning Blocks 

17 14:00 Trips 

18 15:20 Unusual Encounters 

 16:35 Filmmaker Q&A Panel for Afternoon Blocks 

 
SUNDAY 6 APRIL 
19-20 14:00 Documentaries  

 16:00 Filmmaker Q&A Panel for Documentaries 

 
ONLINE BLOCKS  (7-12 APRIL) 

21  Animated! 

22  JȞȩɋǌʫǟɣ☼ʻ Jɴʫɣǟʫ 

23  International Drama  

24  Life and Death 

25  Sci-Fi 

 

FESTIVAL INFORMATION 
26  About the Festival 

27-30  Award Judges and Nominees 

31  Venue Map 

32-33  Things To Do and Accommodation Information  
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    Oxford Shorts 2025 
 



 

In terms of established filmmakers, we are excited to be showcasing 

the "wonderful" Best Animated short from this year's BAFTAs 

'Wander To Wonder', alongside a number of this year's Academy 

Award Short Film Nominees. We have also gone beyond shorts this 

year for the first time to  include a 'Feature Corner' screening. The 

feature we will play is the documentary 'The Commandant's Shadow' 

which will be followed up by a Q&A with the filmmakers.  

 

The other change this year is holding dedicated filmmaker panels 

for the morning, afternoon or evening screenings. This allows 

filmmakers an opportunity to talk more about the making of their 

films and for the audience to ask questions. Being a hybrid fest ival, 

the films will also be available to watch online for a short time after 

the live screenings (there is always something you miss), plus there 

will be several wonderful and exciting new blocks to watch. If you 

are a film lover, we hope you will find so mething you love in our 

diverse line -up of films.                                                         

                                                    Andrew Carslaw (Festival Director) 
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Welcome to Oxford Shorts 2025 
 

Welcome to our sixth edition. It's a painful start to the new year for 

ɝǟ ƒʻ ¸ ʻȩˉ Ȟǟʫǟ ˉ̈ʠȩɣȊ ˉȞȩʻ ˿ȩˉȞ ʻǟ˻ǟʫƒɋ ƷʫɴɅǟɣ ˉɴǟʻ ░ǌɴɣ☼ˉ ƒʻɅ╒▒╖ ļȞǟ

show must go on however, but if this year seems a bit quirkier than 

usual - it may well be down to this! We have returned to our original 

"Spring roots" during the Easter Vacation at St John's College, 

although it feels like only yesterday when we held the 2024 festival.  

 

What treats do we have lined up for you this time? We have just 

under 100 short films. For sure, the animators are coming! Over 20% 

of this year's selections are animated short films. It's also great to see 

that we continue to have an almost 50/50 split be tween UK and 

International entries this year as well, the international entries 

coming from over 20 different countries around the world. Aside from 

supporting local filmmakers, we also continue to promote as many 

new voices as possible. Just under 40% of our entries this year come 

from first time or student filmmakers.  
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