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Welcome to Oxford Shorts 2026

Welcome to our seventh edition, as you have probably spotted, ., &
been having fun with our theme thisyear !, =3 f BNy n éf
say?After the success of last year, we decided to keep the Easter slot
at the wonderful grounds of St John's College What a wonder line-up

we have for you this year!

There will be 90 short films played live over three very busy days. As
tends to be the case, this edition has struck a different tone to the
previous edition, the tone often reflecting what is going on in the
world . Arguably this edition feels a little darker and more drama

3f &n "Hfy af‘" "a&fkq | He' €' yN
of fun in the line up ! Following on from audience feedback, we have
created some guidance on the content (pages 3840), just in case this
might affect the choices of blocks you dec ide to watch. Of course,
these might have d N e q & z* ut them in their owh section
away from the film descriptions. Once againi™ ‘1 Iz & that wé

have an equal split between UK and International entries .

We continue to champion upcoming talent, over a third of our line -
up comes from first time or student flmmakers. We also have a few

established names lurking in the festival »see if you can spot them!

On top of the panels and short films playing Friday to Sunday, we
also have some other amazing films to shout about ! First off, on
Thursday evening we have our Feature Corner which this year is a
éeqs Il fqqan eTNI‘ dek [ bya®&AwitteDr Marc
AbrahamOBE. ' eé ~“Hf~  f'yxu~ &yn~n-1H{
blocks which showcase almost 40 more amazing films »so be sure
to check these out (although note these are only available from 14

18 Aprill)

We really hope you enjoy the 2026 lineupand . 8 I fy -~

«

what your favourite entries are.

Andrew Carslaw (Festival Director)
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MENTAL WEALTH (52mins)

Bleeding

UK / 5mins / Dir: Dany Horiuchi

Mollie, a young woman in her twenties, is
struggling with her mental health. She
writes a diary entry, pouring out all the
emotions she can't express aloud. Her
words reveal the depth of her isolation and
the hopelessness of feeling all this pain
bleed out of her without anyone noticing.

Dear Universe

e
retVerd e

NZL / 14mins / Dir: Greg Smith

Dear Universe is a story of resilience and
hope, set against the backdrop of govern-
ment funding for mental health community
homes coming to an end in the late 1980s.
House Manager Barry must find a way to
prepare the residents in this gentle,
charming, character-driven film.

Rat Poison

RAT POISON

NDL / Smins / Dir: Mina Kaya

Rat Poison is a short movie inspired by
personal life events. It's about being stuck
after traumatic events and the subsequent
events that follow. Not being able to
understand the situation you are in, being
stuck, having a fear of relapsing, and not
being able to escape, but over time, healing.

Strokes of Wildflowers

StroKeS

FRIDAY 9:20

The Real Cian Stanley

THE REAL CIAN STANLEY

IRE 7/ 20mins / Dir: Tom Johnson

Beating the odds, Cian Stanley learns to
play the drums not letting his diagnosis
of dyspraxia stop him. Despite struggling
with addiction and depression, Cian
attempts to realise his dreams of being a
content creator whilst not allowing other
people’s expectations define him.

Silhouette

Slhaudde

UK /7 4mins / Dir: Livvy Seabrook-Wilkins

Stroke survivors share their stories about
the mental and physical struggles they face
and the importance of community within
their recovery.

UK /7 4mins / Dir: Sophya Kebets

‘Silhouette’is an alt-pop song by Aphrah
featuring an all-female team. The track
plays alongside a lyric video which
captures the song's journey from inner
turmoil to growing self-confidence.



LET'S GET PHYSICAL! (33mins)

Empire Of Others

Y 3 T m2 [ AR A Eananr epss

FRA / 8mins / Dir: Victor Boccard

Talia navigates a world that perceives her
through the prism of her disability. In this
autobiographical and intimate short film,
she invites us into her daily life, between
dreams and obstacles, challenging
perceptions imposed by society.

More Than The Sea

RBRONR A0 SURTF JEEF - BRCINENS POOTICANY ALY 520071 5017 ENIU 0 25000 NN OO 11 RGN WAV 50

DOOEO®®

o

DEU / 13mins / Dir: Nanni Schiffl-Deiler

Maria, 28 years old, has had neuronal
muscular atrophy since birth. For years
she has only been able to move her eyes, is
ventilated and fed through a tube. The film
shows that joy in life does not always
depend on a healthy body. And what we
can achieve.

FRIDAY 10:20

The Long Run

UK / 1Imins / Dir: Jim Fabio

Steve Edwards isn't just arunner. He's a
living legend. On May 6, 2024, Steve became
the first personin history to complete 1,000
marathons—faster than any other human on
Earth. Behind this mind-blowing featis a
powerful story of discipline, setbacks, and
recovery...

05
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MISCONCEPTIONS (73mins)

A Part Of Oneself

e

UN BQUT DE SOI

s MARIE CARPENTIER ’
L

.

& Miami Women ¥
b e
._4%;:: Festival &

Best Director

CAN / 15mins / Dir: Marie Carpentier

In Quebec, before the mid-1980s, abortion
is permitted only if a therapeutic
committee, composed of doctors, deems
that the woman’s life or health is at risk.
Geneviéve, who has just reached
adulthood, is relieved when she is granted
the right to have an abortion. But this
decision will haunt her...

Egg Timer

UK / 13mins / Dir: Rosie May Bird Smith

As Megan faces her 30th birthday, the
pressure to take the “next step”in life is
overwhelming. But when her own
opinionated ovarian eggs start chiming in on
her every move, she finds herself

navigating not just the expectations of
family and friends, but also the brutally
honest commentary from within.

Bitter Fruit

UK / 3mins / Dir: Kristin Duffy

The older Clem gets, the more friends and
family encourage her to try fruit. But when
she finally decides to give fruit a go, her
body won't cooperate, rejecting it again and
again until she realises that not

everyone can have fruit after all.

Conception Game

A
NATALIE ARLE-TOYNE

CONCERTION GAME

A MOST UNCONVENTIONAL MEET-CUTE

UK / 8mins / Dir: Natalie Arle-Toyne

When single Missy (39), fresh from
heartbreak and desperate to conceive,
discovers a world of free sperm, she dives
right in. But semen with no strings attached
is scuppered when newbie Patrick (40)
unwittingly breaks the rules of the game.

FRIDAY 11:00




MISCONCEPTIONS (73mins) FRIDAY 11:00

Two Heartheats Two One Two Essentially Painless

wlilec TR ol oniEiber

ESSENTIALLY
PAINLESS

USA / 14mins / Dir: Mariah Proctor CAN / 4mins / Dir: Shira Avni UK / 15mins / Dir: Sam Seccombe

In 1853 and 2024, two expectant mothers “Two One Two, by award-winning filmmaker When Ella makes an emergency visit to a

navigate the timeless fears and fragile Shira Avni, combines shimmering clay on sexual health clinic, her ludicrous

hopes of motherhood—within the confines glass animation with personal archivesin experience leaves her questioning the

of their very different worlds. this deeply intimate, experimental value of her own voice. With the help her
animated documentary love letter to anarchic new co-worker Dom, Ella begins
motherhood, parenting on the spectrum, to find courage to advocate for herself.

and two headed monsters everywhere.

07
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Recall Me, Maybe

RECALL ME, MAYBE

UK / 14mins /
Dir: David Baddiel, Juliet Riddell

Stephen Fry plays a grandfather with
dementia who uses an Al tool to fill gaps in
his memory. While reviewing the archive
of his life his family makes a shocking
discovery, throwing doubt on who he was
as a father and what they choose to
remember.

DISTORTIONS AND DYSTOPIAS (47mins)

Mr Vertigo

WE MEET PEOPLE FOR A REASON

SABRINA
BARTLETT

sl ¢ e
MR. VERTIGO

UK / 2Imins / Dir: Marios Hamboulides

Sam has a developing condition. He is
losing his ability to feel. Vertigo is only one
of the several symptoms. During a review
of his ongoing diagnosis, he learns that in
his new reality, painis the price for the
connection he craves. With his memory
fragmenting, a mystery begins to unfold.

FRIDAY 13:50

O0K/NOTOK

@K /NG TG K

Lo

UK 7/ 13mins / Dir: Pardeep Sahota

OK/NOTOK is a genre bending love story
set in the very near future with a darkly
comic edge. Loretta, a working-class
British Asian woman, attempts to
navigate a turbulent world, a new
stranger in her life and unskippable
adverts.



LIFE SUPPORT (67mins)

FRIDAY 14:45

Far From the Plains

UK / 16mins / Dir: Luigi Sibona

As great storms loom and his mother fades
into depression, 14-year-old Frankie finds
refuge in a South London stable, but when
the storm breaks, he must confront the
reality of loss and find hope in unlikely
places.

Thin Line

THIN LINE

nordmedia

DEU / 20mins / Dir: Alexander von Rappard

A courtroom battle and warm family
memories collide after a tragic accident
shatters the world of 8-year-old Maya's
parents. While David clings to hope,
unwilling to let go, Eva cannot bear to see
her child suffer and takes matters into her
own hands - raising difficult questions.

Life Support

INSPIRED BY TRVE STORIES

i TOONG § SOIK HEE CHU. ™" BONNIEKIN MONICA MOON *7™ 1AMIN TOLBERT

USA / 10mins / Dir: Jamon Tolbert

Inspired by true stories, an emergency
doctor struggling under the weight of life
and death decisions must confront his own
hidden traumas as he teaches a young
medical student what it truly means to save
alife.

Safe

AT

UK / 20mins / Dir: Govind Chandran

When a compassionate helpline counsellor

begins to grow concerned for the safety of

one of her clients, she's forced to decide

whether to trust herinstincts or follow

protocol. Safe is a tense, quietly powerful

drama about the weight of responsibility 09
and the courage it takes to listen.



TENSIONS (63mins)

Break Clause

UK / 7mins / Dir: Laura Prendergast

House hunting in London has already
pushed Barry and Alex to the edge, but
when they meet an eccentric landlord at a
viewing gone off the rails, they're forced
to ask: is this madness or just the rental
market?

7 Times 7 Times 7

UK / 18mins / Dir: Anderson West

On adesolate bus stranded on a dark
country road, three lives collide, revealing
a shared tragedy that will force them to
confront their past and the lingering pain it
holds.

All The Colours

ALL THE COLOURS

UK / 2Imins / Dir: Leo De Haan

When teenage Katie groomed to work for a
local Brighton drug dealer is ordered to
murder a rival she doesn't follow through
and goes on the run finding santury with
her estranged ex-con father. When the
gang track her down she is faced with a
choice: let her father step up to face his
demons, or to run and make a fresh start.

An Excess Baggage

FRA / 16mins / Dir: Myriam Garcia Marienstras

Sophie hides her unease within the intense
bond she shares with her daughter, Lila.
When Sophie finds herself alone for the
first time, overwhelmed by separation and
emotional dependency. As the day unfolds,
she drifts through encounters and small
gestures, trying awkwardly to fill the void.

FRIDAY 16:00




WILL THEY, WON'T THEY? (53mins)

FRIDAY 19:00

Collage

ESP / 10mins / Dir: Marius Conrotto

A girl who works in a museum tries to
convince another co-worker that two
visitors are flirting. And how does she
know? Scientific studies say that there
are six signs that show one person's
attraction to another.

Reliefs

FESTIVAL DE HUELVA
CINE IBEROAMERICANO

fooear  Ostena u‘m B mexor we = chomn

MEX / 18mins /
Dir: Juan Manuel Gonzalez Fernandez

Carlos is approaching midlife trapped in a
personal crisis that has lingered too long.
Rosa, his mother, suffers from disabling
pain that is only mitigated by the warm
waters of hydrotherapy. One night, she
offers to make the ultimate sacrifice so that
they can both transit to a better place.

Strolling Down
Brighton Pier

A MINI MUSICAL BY KURT ROSENBERG

UK / 5mins / Dir: Kenny McCracken

Ayoung Edwardian gentleman, working
as a photographer, falls madly in love
with a captivating woman as she takes
her daily stroll down Brighton Pier.

12,000To 1

12,000 to 1

USA / 5mins / Dir: John Meyers

At the end of her shift, a faulty light switch

at a bowling alley forces its overnight
custodian to change her perception of
what her future might hold.

Alma

UK / 15mins / Dir: Lea Neumayer

Alma lives alone in her quaint cottage. When
she starts to unexpectedly develop feelings
for the shopkeeper Joan, Alma is confronted
with mixed feelings about moving on from
her late wife; contemplating going against a
promise she made to herself to live the rest
of her years alone.

11
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A WOMAN WRONGED (70mins)

1657 BOY PRORICTINS emws WINCS sk RACHEL MOXSN s FARM SHTARY
" LARAFLLERTON e FIOR! MUARS 'SR FIORY MUARE

UK / 12mins / Dir: Fiori Miari

Wings is a story of two estranged friends
forced to confront their past, when one
unexpectedly re-enters the other's life
seeking a dangerous favour that could
either mend their fractured bond or tear
them apart forever.

Gilda

UK /7 10mins / Dir: Matty Ride-Smith

A real-time short psychological horror
following a struggling actor as she tries to
survive running an afterschool club while
being tormented by an occult presence.

Brave Rebel Army

CAN/ 8mins /
Dir: Michelle D’Alessandro Hatt

After a terrifying incident on campus
involving one of their own, four young
women seek justice by taking matters into
their own hands.

Keep Young and Beautlful

NEEP YRS A BEAVTFRC
$ JAARAR SIMOUELARBID IOTEMCEOMAR £V et
AAPEY TN LATEN - PeBORCTION BESgNc
MR - (g PeaboceR FANESSA ATEY
I NEELA - LETANSON

O LI FARRBAB - B DEL MARSEALL

UK / 9mins / Dir: Neil Marshall

A dark comedy about the Pressure to stay
‘Young and Beautiful'. The film uses a
heightened comedy style, an increasingly
comic surreal world to satirise the problems
within the beauty industry. Directed by

Neil Marshall (Dog Soldiers, The Descent).

FRIDAY 20:00

The Shift

JESSICA BARTON AMY CONNERY MATT PENSON

UK / 1Imins / Dir: Emma Jefferson

Leilaand Claudia, are friendly and fun
young managers at a London Pub. One
night, a creepy client goes too far causing
the girls to retaliate. Now a handsome
detective is on the case, and as he
searches for clues, finds love instead. Will
he uncover what the girls are hiding?

Prom Party Massacre

EVERYONE THINKS
THEY'RE IMMORTAL
. ON PROM NIGHT...

USA / 18mins / Dir: Jordan Gustafson

In a genre-bending musical full of teenage
rebels, poodle skirts, and betrayal, a young
gay man tries to woo his crush with a
swinging prom party - but when popular kids
start turning up dead, the partygoers
discover a slasher killer amongst the
student body!



ANIMAL CRACKERS!

Another Day

UK / 7mins / Dir: Andrew Whitney

Tucked away in the modern city are lonely
lives, marked out by dreary habits and
routines, propped up by hopes, dreams and
fantasies. The film explores the
transformative nature of creativity through
the eyes of a disabled man living at the
edges of a world which threatens to
entirely pass him by.

Bugster & Wingster

v

D
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‘ctorn

SRB / Imins / Dir: David Miroslav Dereta

Inimaginary world, two circus insects
(Bugtser (a roll bug) and Wingster

(a butterfly)) are performing in circus.
Being overshadowed by Wingster's star-
dome, Bugster pulls a mischief, which
ends hilariously.

(27mins)

Ray The Rug

RAY THE RUG

A FILM BY MOHAMMAD ALI SHAKERI
VOICE BY RAY WINSTON

UK / 6mins / Dir: Mohammad Ali Shakeri

Ray shares his tragic past. The film's
simple, innovative visuals and direct mes-
saging cut through the noise, resonating
with audiences. This campaign showcases
the power of creativity to inspire action and
highlights urgent need to save one of the
world's most iconic species.

Time Flies

SPRING 2024

USA / 16mins / Dir: LJ Burnett

In this fast-paced comedy adventure, two
flies with opposite personalities struggle to
make the most of a 24-hour lifespan.

SATURDAY 9:25

Cat-Tastrophe

CAT-TASTROPME

A FILM BY MORGAN SEIGLER

USA / 3mins / Dir: Morgan Seigler

A cat, through its catastrophic antics, in-
spires a villainous inventor to devise her
most evil plan yet. 3D animated slapstick
comedy.

Cell Buddies

NDL / 5mins / Dir: Melle Windig, Hidde
Alberts, Miguel Reyes, Jurgen de Smit,
Arjen van der Plas

Sam, a grumpy raccoon is stuck sharing a
cell with Bob, a sweet but dim manatee. In
their chaotic jailbreak Sam’s hardened
edges soften as Bob's loyalty shines. Will
they escape?

13
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THROUGH THE EYES OF A CHILD (8imins)

KARA KAYLA JOANNE
CALDWELL CALDWELL THOMSON

BLUFF

UK /7 10mins / Dir: Naomi Wright

Under pressure from her older sister not
to ruin a much longed-for seaside holiday,
ayoung visually-impaired girl hides the
fact that her sight is rapidly deteriorating
-alie that may alter her and her family's
life forever.

Ivanko’s Childhood

TOM SINEAD SANDRA rom
GOODMAN-HILL MATTHEWS DICKINSON MEETEN

LUKA SASHA
VOROBEI SYZONENKO

a film by Vera Graziadei

UK / 15mins / Dir: Vera Graziadei

Eight-year-old Ivanko, a Ukrainian refugee,
makes his solitary way through the English
countryside with a determined purpose.
His journey ultimately leads to a deeply
moving revelation about family, loss, and
the lengths a child will go to protect those
he loves.

USA / 8mins / Dir: Aiden Keltner

A young girl gets the opportunity to visit
her father, who is in a psychiatric hospital
for a serious mental iliness. Crane is based
on the director's own experience growing
up with a parent with a serious mental
illness.

Ball Lightning

Ball Liphtning 25

A Film By Catriona Baker

USA / 12mins / Dir: Catriona Trina Baker

The story follows Gusta, a refugee who fled
East Germany after the end of WWIl and
immigrated to the United States in the
1960s. The story is told through the eyes of
the surrogate daughter that she raised after
she was forced to give away her own infant
daughter as the iron curtain rose.

SATURDAY 10:00



Alice

THROUGH THE EYES OF A CHILD (gimins)

Dressed To The Nines

SATURDAY 10:00

USA / Tmin / Dir: Liz Van Verth

Alice enjoys taking baths but ends up
taking an unexpected trip instead. Where
will Alice end up next?

In-Out

BRUNA GEARA OLGA EL KHOURY

LBN / 15mins / Dir: Yara Sharyan

12 year old Sama and 10 years old Yasmine
arrive to at their grandmother’s house after
their parents’ sudden divorce. The sisters
struggle to adapt to their new living
situation and cope with the emotional
fallout together.

UK / 6mins / Dir: Madeleine Shenai,
Ivana Mazza-Coates

Luke goes on a journey of self-discovery in
his mum's bedroom. Playfully exploring
various things he finds, he loses himself to
the connection. Ron, his unsuspecting dad
catches him and tensions in the house
reach boiling point.

In The Clouds

UK /7 13mins /
Dir: Alexandra Bahiyyih Wain

Sara, a six-year-old Iranian refugee,
sneaks out with her sister to explore their
new London estate, but strange
encounters blur the line between reality
and imagination in a world shaped by loss.

15



UNDERNEATH (53mins)

SATURDAY 11:30

16

Fractured Frame

BY NATALIE LAUREN

UK/ 5mins /
Dir: Natalie Lauren, Simon London

Awoman’s psyche is haunted and
fractured by the relentless demands of
the predatory industry she sought to
break into.

The Bottom Line

UK / 2mins / Dir: Ben Mallaby

Theo James plays a diner at a smart
restaurant who orders a seemingly
sustainable fish course. Stephen Fry plays
a comedic, shadowy waiter, delivering the
harsh reality of the seafood industry. The
film was made in collaboration with Blue
Marine Foundation.

The Beneath

TR

FILM VAN LISETTE

ONDERAAR

FRIEDA BARNHARD

NDL / 7mins / Dir: Lisette Vlassak

Haunted by pressure and self-doubt, young
model Lone retreats to her garden, her only
refuge from a world that consumes her. But
when a mysterious underground creature
begins destroying her sanctuary, Lone’s
battle to save it forces her to confront
something far darker: herself.

The Liars of Black
Mountain Road

ARTGATL BRESLIN ™

THE LIARS

*BLACK MOUNTAIN ROAD

USA / 12mins / Dir: Parker Croft

When a couple runs over a stranger's dog,
they compete for the moral high ground at
any cost.

DANIEL BOISSEVAIN

NDL / 10mins / Dir: Yentl Vlachos

The start of summer vacation envelops a
group of friends navigating southern
Limburg. 20-year-old Sef and his close
friends decide to spend the day at a
secluded spot along the local river. As
the boys change into their swimwear, Sef
feels confused and uncertain.

The Father Joe Show

wo  Goshua Saphic
wrren s Cothan Sa ypkic

o OV lickaet Bicasiega

UK / 15mins /
Dir: Michael Bicarregui, Joshua Sarphie

A middle-aged woman in rural England
spends more and more time glued to the
seductive sermons of her favourite
televangelist. But one night in a moment of
crisis, Father Joe's influence starts to
cloud Denise’s judgement...



ACCEPTANCE

(60mins)

SATURDAY 14:00

Hold

DEBRA MONK

KELLY STRANDEMO

~ HOLD

USA/ 14mins /
Dir: Josiah Junqueira Spencer

An early morning phone call propels a
mother and daughter on a path toward
connection and the mysteries held in the
act of letting go.

Tulips

o

A film by
RHYS PRICHARD

UK / 16mins / Dir: Rhys Prichard

Student filmmaker Sophie accompanies
her parents to document her grandfather’s
last day in his home before being relocated
due to dementia. As she films, she
becomes confronted by the ethics of
creating work that is too close to home.
together.

Clutter

(am) &

)
&

SASH FILMS
PRESENTS

CL

GREGORY ASHTON

UK / 14mins / Dir: James Card

Jean has a no nonsense attitude to both
her cleaning job and her affluent clientele.
But faced with the aftermath of a grieving
drag queen’s night of hedonism, she is
forced to confront the pain of her own
loss, and deep rooted prejudice.

Birthday Suit

CineSud

NDL / 15mins / Dir: Lisanne Sweere

When Julia(17) goes on a vacation with her
dad Cees and his new girlfriend, she
unexpectedly ends up at a nudist campsite.
Not only does she have to face her discom-
fort with being naked, but she also has a
hard time accepting her dad's new partner. 17
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CURES AND SOLUTIONS (57mins)

USA / 19mins / Dir: Dylan Miller

In a remote 17th-century village, a
widowed mother accused of witchcraft is
interrogated by a charming but ruthless
inquisitor, forcing an impossible choice to
save her daughter.

SPRAL SARE PRCCICTIONS e 4 e NCELE SARMH Y TRE LACE
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UK /7 15mins / Dir: Nicole Sarah Fry

In Victorian England, Julia runs an
apothecary shop that sells deadly poison
to women in need of escape from their
domineering husbands. Mrs Theodora
Finchley, unknowingly to Julia, will be her
most significant client yet, possessing the
potential to unravel her meticulously laid
schemes.

SATURDAY 15:10

UK / 20mins / Dir: Ali Cook

In 1893, a fisherman's wife becomes the first
person to cure someone of tuberculosis. A
doctor, intent on proving a woman's place is
in the home and not practising medicine,
investigates - only to discover the source of
her unearthly power.






